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MEETING wITH THE PRESIDENT - December 19, 1963 - 10:55 A.M. 
SUBJECT: Cuba ° . . 
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Uneer Secretary Tokneton, Assis Secretary Martin: 
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John Crimim.ins; Yetung Secretary Giipatric: Secretary 
il 


Director Generai Carter: Ricnard Helms C&A Y 
Deputy Director Wilson; McGeorge Bundy | 
William Moyers; George Reedy; Gordon Chase, 


Tne primary purpose of the meeting was to brief the President in depth about 


a 


some of the basic Cuban issues. Essentially, the discussion described where 


we have been since January, 1963, where we are now, and where we can go. 
{Ar outline which was prepared for the discussion is attached. } 
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56 J tance PPS SENSITIVE 
The group agreed that this is net ar “asv prouierm, Mir. Ba: ¢eic tat sur 
allies have always beer reluctant 75 ‘nterfere οὐ private toa le rs ann wave 
αἱ κα, had a difierert View Ot rrer ΔΝ στ σὲ, mga -rade tran 7 τὴ a a a 
Nevertheless, it was also agreed that wr snould intensity cur silari. 250 [nat 
there are ΕἸΣΙ things we can - ee, First, Slr. GUrimmins ποῖ πα΄ owe walt 
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consiGer ways in which the new amencment to tne Foreign A 

ization Act (prevents assistance to any country wnose planes 

commodities to Cuba) can be used to reintorce our economic denia: program. 

Second, Myr. Ball said that the question of Canadian trade in Si τ 

would be taken up with the Canadian Minister of Economics ana Trade on 

December 20; later, Mr. Ball will talk to other appropriate Free World σον - 
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eroments also. Third, the Deesident directed tnat the azenc: 
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Cetaslec memorandum (including the names of companie 
woived in Free World trade with Cuda) which, imter aita, will se uselui lor his 
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forthcoming taiks with Prime Minis: 
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The President asked whether there is any significant insurgency within Cuba. ᾿ 
β AY 
Mr. Bundy noted that the insurgents generally seem to sut- 


ferh eavy losses at astro's hands. : 
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πᾶν gave avery quick briefing on scme other aspects of the current 
Cuban situation. (The group paused to reac the attached CLA situation briel. } 


(a) With respect to Soviet/Cuban military strength on the island, Mr. 
Bundy noted that one of our primary objectives is to ensure that there is no 
reintroduction of offensive missiles, The camera is our best inspector and, so 
far as we know, vshere are no offensive mi siles now in Cuba. Mr. Bundy added 


----- 


edie 


that we are concerned about the transfer οἱ SAN controi to the Cusants in about 
mid-1964, and we will have ἰῷ watch this development caretully. As for the 
Soviet troops, the general cdnsensus of the group was that the big withdrawals 
are over and that, from here on, the withdrawals will proceed more slowly. 


(Ὁ) Mr. Bundy noted, in passing, our anti-subversion efforts’ The key to 
the problem is to build up the will and capabilities of the Latin American 
countries to counter the threat. Our efforts in the field of controlling travel “ | 
between Latin America and Cuba are also important. 


rs 


(c) Mr. Bundy described briefly the very tenuous, sensitive, and marginal 
contacts we have established with Castro himself. The initiative is on Castro's | 
part and we are essentially faced with a decision as to whether or not we are ᾿ 


° prepared to listen to what Castro ..s to say. Mr. Bali noted that such U.S. / 
. Cuban contacts could have an uns τος effect on Soviet/Cuban relations. | 
- ᾿ ' 
ἰ 


3 Mr. Bundy described severa! unilateral and bi lateral courses of action we 
can take in the future to make life difficult for Castro. . 
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(ob) Mr. Bundy said that we can take further unilateral shipping measures 
-- e.g. close ports and deny U.S. -financed commodities to lines engaged in 

Free World shipping to Cuba. He noted, however, that we have found through ! 
past experience that bilateral measures are more effective in reducing Free 

World shipping to Cuba. At the same time, we should not deceive ourselves. 
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Ke shui recegn.re that ‘he Soviets are capable ef nandling all Cuba's 
ἜΣ ισν ταν even inae are able to eliminate Free World shipping to Cuba. 


ic} Mr. Gundv said thatthe President cou'd make a puilic statement in 
the near future, taxing a more vigorous line than we have in the past. He noted 
that in his Nuvember 18 speech, President Kennedy made two points about Cuba 
-- the first was designed to encourage anti-Castro elements within Cuba to 


revoli, and the second was to indicate that we wuld not permit another Cuba in: 


the Hemisphere. 
, 


(6) Bilateraily there are possibilities of increasing our pressures against 
ree World trade to Cuba. Spain Bhould be a high priority target. 


his point the President left the room and there was a brief discussion 


NOTE: At th 
about the exiles in Florida. Mr. Crimmins said that resettlement remains our 


basic policy. It is true that the exiles feel that the pressure for their resettle- 
* . . . . ΄ . 
ment 1s intense. In fact, it is no more intense now than it has been for some time. 
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5. On the President's return to the Foor, Mr. Bundy introduced the subject of 
the discovery in Venezuela” of the Cuban.arms cache. 


(2) Mr. Helms ραν 8 graphic presentation of the link between the arms 
cache and a plot to upset the elections in Caracas. ΝΣ 

| f -΄ 

(8) Mr. Martin explained the status of the OAS investigation of the-arms to, 
cache. The evidence is convincing in showing that the arms were from Cuba. 
The OAS investigating team is still working on its report.* Hopefully, it will be 
able to tie the arms cache into a general plot to subvert Venezuela, The report 
should be rea€y by about January 10. ad, " : 


(c) Mr. Bundy described the types of action we can hope to get in the OAS 
‘asa result of the discove ry of the arms cache. The most interesting is the ἃ 
surveillance action where we have essentiafly two basic choices -- we may want 
to push for aesystem which involves search and seizure of Cuban vessels on the 
high seas; this implies the possible use of force. Or-we can%»ush for a system 
involving the s¢arch and seizure of Cuban vessels in'territorial wate ns; this 
evades the issue of force. Mr. Bundy added that it is still too early td know, ; 
how far the Latin Americans will go-in support of force against Castro.\- We- 
have put out feelers. . , . \ ἮΝ 
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“6. Mr. Bundy brought up the problem of lifting travel restrictions on Am ricans 
who wish to goto Cuba. Mr. Ball noted that a great number of students want to - 
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go down to Cuba curing the Christmas holiceeys anc that Justice Department 


recomiurencs that we lift our travel restrictions. if we con’, we will probably 
be obliged to put many of the students in jail when they return: this will be 
embarrassing. Mr. Ball added that the State Department is tentatively opposed 
to lifting the travel restrictions because of the effect it will have on Latin 
Arnerican countries. We have been trying to get.the Latin Americans to impose 
restrictions on travel to Cuba: if we lift our own restrictions, our position will 
be considerably weakened. Mr. Ball said that he would be meeting with the 


Attorney General later in the day to talk about the subject. 


Tentatively, the President indicated that he favored maintaining the travel 
restrictions and a policy of selective prosecution. 


Gordon Chase 
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